
Sales: 01202 708383  |  info@berkeleys.com  |  Lettings: 01202 544599  |  lettings@berkeleys.com  |  www.berkeleys.com

P R O P E R T Y  N E W S
Now that the summer holidays seem to be a distant 

memory and Christmas is looming, we thought we 

would take the opportunity to take stock of 2013 so far 

and report our findings to the people who live locally.  

With the property market and its apparent abysmal  

performance under constant 

media scrutiny, now is the 

time to let you know what 

is actually happening locally 

and not nationally, after all 

this is what will affect the 

value of your home. 

We have certainly seen an 

upturn in activity locally, and 

we are optimistic that the 

current pace of activity will continue into the New Year. 

There seems to be an ever increasing number of savvy 

buyers in the area and with land registry information 

freely available online, potential purchasers want to know 

that they are getting a reasonable buy.

It’s encouraging that there is movement in the property 

market. Good news at last.  We thought you might be 

interested to know what the activity in your area has 

been, so we have researched it for you...

Branksome Park is one of 

Poole’s most affluent areas, 

offering a variety of house 

prices from small 1960s flats 

costing just under £200,000 

and mansions costing well 

over £3 million. Since the 

turn of the 20th century 

those who wanted larger 

areas of land, were seen to 

make the move from other 

areas of Bournemouth into Branksome Park. With some 

excellent schools nearby, privacy but not isolation, blue 

flag beaches within walking distance and Westbourne 

village close by; the area remains ever popular with local  

residents and those moving from outside of the area.
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for Your area: Branksome Park November 2013

Chart 1. key figures: Branksome Park

No. sales 2013 to date  
at prices more than  

£200,000

No. listings to date  
at prices more than  

£700,000

No. listings to date  
at more than £1m  
but less than £2m

No. listings to date  
at more than £500,000  

but less than £1m

Houses flats Houses flats Houses flats Houses flats

18 48 66 15 22 0 17 14

average price per sq. ft.  
achieved for sales in 2013

maximum price per sq ft 
achieved for all sales in 2013

Total spending YTd 
£ million

No. active applicants 
registered at Berkeleys

Houses flats Houses flats

£328.00 £255.00 £17.39m £14.08m
£486.00 568



although fewer potential buyers are viewing, the market 

is far from “dead” at this point of the year. It’s always a 

great time for people to be researching what they might 

want to do next year ; whether they are changing job 

and moving to the area, where and in which street they 

might want to live, and moving into the catchment areas 

for the best schools as applications get underway for the 

following academic year.

The team here feels there is a greater enthusiasm from 

our potential buyers and we have a higher volume of walk-

in enquiries about what may be coming to the market.  

Chart 1 shows Berkeleys currently has 568 registered 

applicants. Indeed, as many of you will know, we even  

had a drive-in visit to our office in the summer, when a  

car somewhat inadvertently crashed through the front 

window. We would invite you to visit us on perhaps a  

less intrusive scale!

of course, there are still negative notes, not least (i) the 

possibility of a mansion tax at some point after the next 

election, curtailing run-away demand in the top end of 

the market and (ii) the overhang of the large number of 

properties which are still for sale in all segments of the 

local market, some of which are bloated in their pricing.

Whilst we are in the quieter winter months of this year, 

now is a good time to prepare your property to take 

advantage of an anticipated increase in activity in January 

and february, if you are planning to come to market. If 

you are on the market, refreshing your message, price  

and photographs may encourage more interest in the 

house or flat you want to sell. We cannot over-emphasise 

the importance of getting your pricing strategy correct  

at the outset of your campaign to sell. accurate pricing 

is key to achieving a sale - alongside a really tailored 

approach to a targeted marketing campaign, appropriate 

for the different types of property.

We know that there are a number of buyers in the area 

of second or holiday homes. Whilst, like other agents, we 

advertise extensively locally and market nationally, we are 

having considerable success with international press and 

media to display our properties for sale to their wider 

market, inside and outside of the uk. Whilst we cannot 

always guarantee that our Pr material will be published, 

we are certainly pushing it their way. and, since they  

might well also be renters, it is time to mention that we 

have started a lettings and management service from our 

Haven road office. Call us soon.

The team here would be delighted to come and see you 

and discuss the next move for you. 

kind regards, 

Berkeleys

1-3 Haven road,  Canford Cliffs, Poole, dorset BH13 7Le
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Source: Berkeleys, Land registry.

Chart 2 shows that although average prices remain fairly steady, the number 
of sales across the area has been in steady decline since 2009.

Chart 2. Land registry data by Year - Branksome Park


